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Applicant respectfully requests the following .amendments he entered and that the 
remarks contained herein be considered. Pursuant to Revised 37 C.F.R. § U21 the 
proposed amendments are in marked up form only. 

Ociieral Statement in Regard to Amendment/Cancellation/A ddiiiim of Claims: 
Amendment/cancellation/addilion to claim* is made in order to streamline 
prosecution in this case by limiting examination and argument lo certain 
embodiments of the invention that presently are considered to be of immediate 
commercial significance. Amended/new claims that may be construed as more 
limiting in scope than the scope of any nf the claims prior to 
amendment/cancdlalioii/addition should not be construed as an abandonment of any 
subject matter no longer claimed, nor should the amcndccl/rtew claims be construed in 
any manner lo waive or limit the equivalent structures of any element recited in such 
claims that would otherwise be available under the Doctrine of Equivalents with 
respect to the unamended/caocellcd claims. Amcndmcnt/canccllation/addition of the 
claims is not in any manner intended to, and should not be construed Lo, waive 
Applicant's right in the ftiture to the subject matter claimed in prior claims, or similar 
mailer, whether in an equivalent, broader or narrower scope, in any continuation, 
divisional, continuation-in-part, RCE, CPA or any other application claiming priority 
to or lhmunri the present application. Applicant expressly reserves the right to file 
such applications directed to the subject mailer included in any cancelled or 
previously submitted claim. 
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MARKED VERSION OF CLAIMS WITH PRESENT STATU S DELINEATED 

1. (Original) A sealing mechanism for a waste storage container said waste storage 
container having a body, a lid and a storage film cartridge adapted to be positioned in said 
body, said cartridge having a continuous length of storage film therein, said sealing 
mechanism comprising: 

an actuator operably connected to said lid and said cartridge, wherein 
actuation of said actuator opens said lid and seals said storage film. 

2. (Original) The sealing mechanism of claim 1, wherein a first actuation of said 
actuator opens said lid and a second actuation of said actuator seals said storage film. 

3. (Original) The sealing mechanism of claim 2, wherein said second actuation of said 
actuator closes said lid. 

4. (Original) Hie sealing mechanism of claim 1, wherein said actuator is operably 
connected to said cartridge by a series of linkages. 

5. (Original) The sealing mechanism of claim I , wherein said body has a bottom, and 
wherein said actuator is positioned substantially near the bottom of said body. 

6. (Original) The sealing mechanism of claim 5, wherein said actuator protrudes from 
said body. 

7. (Original) The sealing mechanism of claim 1, wherein said actuator seals said storage 
film by rotating said cartridge, 

8. (Original) The sealing mechanism of claim 7, further comprising a clutch uperably 
connected to said actuator and said cartridge, said clutch allowing said cartridge to rotate 
in only one direction. 

<). (Original) The scaling mechanism of claim 8, further comprising a rack gear operably 
connected to said actuator anil said cl uldi, and a spring connected to said rack gear, 
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wherein actuation of said actuator causes said rack gear to move in a first direction 
against the bias of said spring and release of said actuator causes said rack gear to move 
in a second direction under the bias of said spring to cause said dntah to rotate said 
cartridge. 

10. (Original) The sealing mechamsm of claim 9, farther comprising a locking 
mechanism operarily connected to said spring, wherein said actuator locks said spring in a 
compressed position upon a first actuation and said actuator unlocks said spring upon a 
second actuator 

1 1 . (Original) The sealing mechanism i>r claim 5, wherein said actuator is pivotally 
conrjecicd to a first linkage and said first linkage is pivotally connected to a second 
linkage, said first linkage being operably connected to said lid to allow a user to open and 
elose said lid and said second linkage being operably connected to said cartridge to allow 
a user to seal said storage film. 

12. (Original) A waste container, comprising: 

a container body defining a waste bin, a lid and an opening that provides access to 
the waste bin; 

a support mounted to the container body adjacent the opening, the support having 
a flange extending ihereJrojn that is cvlindricaJly configured for mounting a tubing 
cassette above the waste bin, wherein the support encloses less than all of the 
opening to the waste bin so ihai. a waste packet can be passed through the opening 
aud into die waste bin; 

a tubing cassette mounted to the flange of the support; and 

a tube sealing means for forming waste packets by twisting a flexible tubing that 
is dispensed from the tubing cassette; and 
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the lid portion enclosing an apparatus for controlling twisting the flexible tubing 
to form a tubing bag enclosing a waste packet, 

13. (Original) A wnsle container as recited in claim 12, further comprising a waste bag 
mounted in the waste bin in which waste packets are sequentially collected. 

14. (Original) A waste container as recited in claim 12, wherein the flange is configured 
so that the tubing cassette is rotated by a motor in create a twist closure in the tubing 
when enclosing a waste packet- 

15. (Original) A waste container as recited in claim 14, wherein the tubing cassette is 
rationally mounted to the flange, and further including a drive plate mounted In the 
tubing cassette, a drive gear drivingly engaged with the drive plate, and a motor mounted 
to ilic *™t* container lid and having an output shaft that rotates the drive gear when the 
motor is activated. 

16. (Original) A waste container as recited in claim 15, wherein a (inline circuit 
activates the motor io rotate the tubing cassette for a predetermined amount of time or a 
predetermined number of times. 

17. (Original) A waste container as recited in claim 15, further comprising a manually 
operated switch for activating the motor 

18. (Original) A waste container as recited in claim 12, wherein the lid is hingedty 
attached to the contains hnly . 

19. (Original) The waste container of claim 12, further comprising a plunging devioe for 
moving of the twist^losed waste packet downwardly into the bin to create a tubing-lined 
space fox a deposit of another waste pack. 

20. (Original) The waste container of claim 12, further compiling: 
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a retention means for preventing rotation of a waste packet when the tubing 
cassette is rulaleH to create a twist in the flexible tubing; and 

wherein the retention means also prevents the release of stored flexible tubing 
from the tubing cassette during the twisting rotation- 

21. (Original) A waste container as reeitcd in claim 11, further including a drive plate 
mounted to the tubtnR cassette, a drive gear drivingly engaged with the drive plate, and a 
motor mounted to the composite waste container and having on output shaft that rotates 
the drive gear when the motor is activated, 

IX (Original) A waste container as recited in claim 21, wherein a timing circuit, 
activates the motor to rotate the tubing cassette one of a predetermined amount of time or 
a predetermined number of times, 

23. (Original) A waste container, comprising: 

a container body defining a waste bin and an opening that provides access to the 
wast* hin; 

a support mounted to the container body adjacent the opening, and configured to 
enclose less than all of the opening to the waste chamber so that waste can be 
passed through the opening and into the waste chamber; 

a tubing cassette rotatSonaJly mounted to the support above the waste chamber; 
and 

a retention means tor preventing rotation of a waste packet when the tubby 
cassette is rotated to create a twist in Que tubing; and 

a plunging means for moving the rwisied tubing downwardly to create now space 
for enclosing another waste packet. 
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24 » (Original) The waste container of claim 23, comprising further, a tubing gripping 
means lo present release of tubing from the cassette during rotation for twist-closure of 
the waste content. 

25. (Original) The waste container of claim 23, further comprising an apparatus for 
automated sequestering of individual waste packets deposited and enclosed in the 
flexible tubing by means of motor-powered twisting of the flexible tubing and moving 
the waste packet enclosure into the waste container bin. 

26. (Original) The waste container of claim 12, wherein the flexible tubing is equipped 
with adhesive means for enhanced stabilization of the twisted tubing. 

27. (Original) A waste disposal apparatus as recited in claim 12, wherein the waste 
packet deposit is a soiled diaper. 

28. (Original) A method for disposing of waste material, comprising: 

providing a length of tubing having a first scaled portion of the tubing at a 
location along its length and an open end of the tubing; 

inserting waste material through the open end of the tubing until it contacts the 
first sealed portion of the tubing In form a waste package; 

retaining the waste package such that the waste package does not rotate in relation 
to the open end of the tubing; 

rotating the open enrl of the tubing such that a twist is formed in the tubing 
between the open end of the tubing and the waste package and 

sealing at least a portion of the twisted tubing to form a second sealed portion 
located above the waste packet enclosure. 
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29. (Original) A method for disposing of waste material as xcciteri in claim 28, further 
including the slep uf moving the length of tubing in a direction away from the open end 
of die tubing in preparation for the waste packet deposit step. 

30. (Original) A method for disposing of waste material as recited in claim 28, wherein 
the sealing step includes sealing at least a puritan of the twisted tubing to form a second 
sealed portion by uptionally clcctro-thennally heating or chemical adhesive application to 
at least a portion of the twisted tubing. 

31 . (Original) A method for disposing of waste material as incited in claim 28, wherein 
the retaining step includes retaining die waste package by gripping the waste package 
enclosure, such that the waste packet does not rotate in relation to the open end of the 
tubin*. 

32. (Original) A method for disposing of waste material ax reriled in claim 28 ? wherein 
the inserting step includes inserting or depositing a soiled diaper through the open end of 
the tubing until it contacts the first sealed portion of the tubing to form a waste package, 

33. (Original) A container for automated diaper disposal, comprising: 

a container bin compartment for diaper deposits; 

a container lop compartment enclosing an apparatus for automated sequestering of 
diapers in the container bin; 

a combination ot an automatically controlled motor-driven twisting operation 
which sequesters each deposited diaper individually in flexible tubing into a 
container bin compartment; and 
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an automatically controlled motor-driven plunging operation which moves the twist- 
locked diaper into the container and creates a predetermined length of the flexible 
tubing so as to provide space for the next following diaper deposit within the 
flexible tubing. 

34 66 (Canceled) 
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